MEDIEVAL    RECONCILIATION              73

between social and geographical conditions in Central Asia
and the invasions of India has often been indicated. A
phenomenon which has not yet received the attention it
deserves is the emergence and duration of the Rajput power
in medieval India. Speaking generally, one might say
that before the eighth century and after the age of Aurang-
zeb the Rajputs have hardly any importance in Indian
history.

But during these thousand years or so, they dominate
Indian history and this in spite of their numerical and
political inferiority to many other Indian groups and princi-
palities. Before the eighth century, the centre of power i
in Indian politics shifted along the banks of the Ganges.
From Asoka right up to the days of Harshavardhana,
it was from the east that political leadership came. From
the eighth century onward we find a remarkable change.
The centre of power shifts from the east and hovers round
the central point of Delhi for about a thousand years.
This was also the period of Rajput glory and rise to power.

The explanation of this phenomenon seems to lie in
the shifting of the commercial orientation of India. Till
the eighth century, Indian trade routes pointed mainly
towards the east. Towards the east lay the Indian colonies
and overseas settlements. Contact with countries as far
oft as China and Japan was continuous and extensive.
There are, no doubt, references to trade with Europe as
well but this could hardly compare with India's eastern
trade. The result was that Indian political life leaned
towards the east to derive its sustenance from the wealth
which poured into the country from regions beyond the
seas. After the seventh century, the situation changed.
With the rise of Arab power, a new maritime trade developed
between India and the west. We have already referred
to Arab contacts with southern India from the seventh
century and the Arab invasions of Sind in the eighth century
mainly on. account of commercial reasons, Gujrat became